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| love being a priest of Jesus Christ in the Catholic Church, and, given the chance, would do
it again. No priest who is worthy of his ministry believes himself to be worthy of it — | certainly
don’t. To stand at the altar and say the words of the Eucharistic Prayer is jaw-dropping. To
enter people’s lives at the beginning and end, and every stage in between is an astonishing
privilege. On the other hand, much of our lives — like yours — can be humdrum. At the same
time, the Church asks us to make sacrifices which many will say are crazy — and sometimes
| agree! But then | remember that the life of Jesus was one of sacrifice...

It seems to me that all of us, the Church, are not entirely sure where we are going with this question of the
priesthood. If we priests are down off our pedestals, then where are we now? If Vatican Il emphasised the
common priesthood of all the faithful, where does that leave ministerial or ordained priesthood? If we are all into
working together, collaborative ministry, then what does it mean to be a leader in the Church? It seems that
some folk are very anxious to kick the priests off their pedestals so that they themselves can climb on! In this
time of uncertainty, it's no wonder that vocations seem scarcer than a few decades ago.

Last year, the Pope called the whole Church to celebrate a Year for Priests running through to June 2010. His
purpose is to encourage priests in their “striving for spiritual perfection on which, above all, the effectiveness of
their ministry depends” and to highlight “the importance of the priest’s role and mission in the Church and in
contemporary society”. Archbishop Peter has published a little prayer card, available today, to help us all be
involved. There is a lot of material on the internet to help too. Try the official Vatican site at
http://www.annussacerdotalis.org/ or the Archdiocese of Birmingham at http://www.yearforpriests.org/
Welcome.html

For myself, the further | journey into priesthood, letting the Lord guide me, allowing him to get rid of the dross,
and reaching out to people as a human being, | find myself increasingly confident in God, and in my priesthood.
So, thank you God, thank you People of God.

Fr Matthew
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providing shelter for the homeless and water for the thirsty. 1) . v s
Survivors are turning to the Church not just for material *2 .
help, but for hope and guidance.
Missio will send any help you can give directly to the 2 12
Church in Haiti for: ) ) 4
* the immediate relief and care of families and orphans oa.4n
* rebuilding and sustenance of orphanages, schools and 2 " *
seminaries . o4t
* long-term counselling and pastoral and spiritual care )yc * *
for survivors # $
Please donate to the Church in Haiti now. Your prayers and $M
support are vital and greatly appreciated.
To donate by credit card please call 020 7821 9755 in St Br|g|d ’S &
office hours or visit our website: www.missio.org.uk )
Missio, 23 Eccleston Square, St PaU| S
London SW1V 1INU
e MMISSI0 oot

Missio is part of the worldwide network of Pontifical Mission Societies.
* n
Registered Charity No 10566571 HCTG2a 1 3 *4 8)" 4
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Joan and Keith Allen, Mary Amugan, Pearl Barry, Judy Castro, Bernadette Charles, Sian Clark, Mrs.

%

Crock, Terry Culbertson, Peggy Dunne, Brenda Dunphy, Emily, Ann Evans, Kathleen
Harvey, Angela Jackson, Joan Jansen, Canon leuan Wyn Jones, Caitriona Lovell,
Katrina Meades, Maureen O'Driscoll, Robert Morgan, Kieran Ollin, Christine Ranaldo,
Pat Rayson, Agnes Richardson, Ron Smith, Helen W & Liz Ward.
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Parish
Council Chairs
Sts Brigid & Paul
John Burns
20766318
jb@e-ctg.co.uk

Christ the King
Maureen Greening
20762818
maureen.greening
@btinternet.com

Christ the King
Primary School
Headteacher
Bernadette Hancock
2075 4787

Corpus Christi
High School
Headteacher
David Stone

2076 1893

St David’s College
Principal
Mark Leighfield
2049 8555

Safeguarding
Representatives
Sts Brigid & Paul
Angela Ciriello
2048 6893
angelaciriello@hotmail.com
Christ the King
Heulwen Egerton
2068 9416
heulwen2 @talktalk.net

Eucharistic Adoration
Christ the King
Tuesday 10am-3pm
Wednesday 8-9pm
St. Paul's
Wednesday 10am-3pm
St. Brigid's
Thursday 10am-3pm

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
St Brigid’s
Saturday 10-10.30
St Paul's
Saturday 5.30pm.
Christ the King
Saturday 5.45-6.15pm

Last Week’s Collection

Sts. Brigid & Paul

Gift Aid £ 515.50

Non Gift Aid £ 523.69

Total £ 1039.19
Christ the King

Gift Aid £ 367.70

Non Gift Aid £ 420.96

Total £ 788.66




